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versaries. This won’t be the first time; it has been happe%ing since time immemorial by His
Command. It is He, Who commands the sun to shed light and -uds to shed droplets.
He grants the oppartunity to live and may take it back wheneve o desires. It is only the
test of a man’s loyalty; otherwise it is He, Who is doing everything. When do the loyalties
of My slave side with his Nafs, when does he link them to the worldly pleasures, when
does he switch them over to his vain desires, and who is the one to keep his loyalty pure for
Me and My Beloved Prophet™**"*? That is all! Keep looking for this feeling within your-
selves and keep analysing it. Circumstance change, shapes modify and colours fade. If you
place a beautifully painted object in the sun, it would lose its lustre after a couple of weeks.
Its paint would also erode if it receives some rain. You would have to protect it from sun,
rain and many cther problems. You would similarly need to protect your loyalties.

This is a great Favour of Allah that he granted us such an accomplished Shaikh. I was
amazed when 1 heard him the first time. He was sitting on the pulpit and saying, “If any-
body wants to reach the Court of the Holy Prophet*"", he should come to me. Let him eat,
sleep and remain comfortable; he would regularly do Allah’s Zikr that [ teach him, and it is
my responsibility to arrange his Bai‘at at the blessed hands of the Holy Prophet™*"*.” My
mouth hung open! What is this simple, coarsely clad villager of average height and features
saying? At the maximum, he could be a religious teacher, a scholar or a dialectician; even
then. this claim is too tall for him to make. But from somewhere within myself, my heart
testified that he was speaking the truth. It is just not possible for anyone to concoct 2 lie of
that magnitude! Yes, people can make false promises of making someone a minister; even a
prime minister or getting someone a house; but no. one can tell the lie that, ‘I would take
you to the Court of the Holy Prophet™*"*". This is nothing small. Hadhrat Ji™* had said it
in routine. The intense simplicity and truth of this small sentence seized me forever, and by
Allah’s Grace, the whole life has passed in this captivity. It is only by His Grace; other-
wise, I wasn’t like that. I never went to hear religious scholars. I had gone to this gathering
to support the Sunnis, because it was a religious dialogue and there was a possibility of
clash. We had not even known who were Sunnis and Shi*ahs. We knew only that we belong
to the Sunni group and were determined to settle the scores with any Shi*ah who tried to
create trouble. We had not known the difference between the two religions. We had no
cancern with it. But that small sentence captured my whele life, and 1 pray to Allah, never
to set me free from this prison even if my life is increased by a million times. May I die on
this and then rise in my Shaikh’s feet on the Day of Resurrection. Loyalty is the real es-
sence of Tasawwuf, Wilayah and Nearness. Of course, everyone would manifest his loyalty
according to his capacity, but loyal he must remain! If loyalty starts waning, worships be-
come lifeless, real spirit of relationship with Allah departs and the Barakah flowing from
the Holy Prophet®*"® are blocked. Everyone can judge himself Ve keep giving judge-
ments about others, but first of all, we should pass judgement on curselves. There is Some-
one Else to judge others; that is none of our business. There is a system of accountability in
worldly affairs and only appointed people should be concerned with it. If they lapse, they
would also be asked by Someone. The inside of a person is well known by his Rabb and he
would ultimately receive his result. We should rather look inwards, how many weaknesses
do I posses and what is the level of my loyalty. Seek Allah’s Help to rectify your weak-
nesses, and seek His Help to increase your loyalty. May Allah overlook our weaknesses
and generate abounding loyalty in us. ’
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sacrifices his life. Why has Allah called him a *Shaheed’, which means a witness? It is be-
cause he established his loyalty by sactificing his life. He stood by his conviction even
when his chest was slit or his body was blown to pieces. Allah says he stood witness to My
Prophet®*** and established his loyalty by sacrificing his life. What should then be the level
of loyalty with a personality, for whom Allah sent down 2 piece of Jannah, because this
world wasn’t worth his residence?

When we talk of loyalty...A Persian poet has composed a sonnet, which says that once Ma-
jnoon (Qais Najdi) caught hold of a passing-by dog and started kissing its feet. People said,
“We have seen many crazy people, but this act is beyond all limits of madness. After all,
what is the sense of kissing a dog’s feet?” He replied, “I have seen it occasionally passing
through Laila’s street.” Loyalty is a continuous, on-going, never-ending act. We are loyal to
anyone who is loyal to the Holy Prophet™"*. We kiss the footprints of the one who has
passed through that street. We would sacrifice ourselves for the one who conveys his®*"
message. We would serve the one who serves his**** cause. Why? Because, we bear loy-
alty to the master ***® that he is serving. Majnoon didn’t love that dog for sure, nor did he
have anything to do with that street. But then, they both had a connection with Laila!

Islam is loyalty, pure. This is the only goal for which we all are striving by Allah’s Grace.
We don’t have any worth of our own, All that we have, belongs to someone else, we have
only borrowed it. We are actually nothing. I for one, don’t belong to this line. Neither was
my father a scholar nor was my grandfather, and nor was any of them a saint. This just
doesn’t exit in our hierarchy. We are agriculturists, if we become friends, we sacrifice our-
selves and if we quarrel with some one, we would go to the other extreme. We had no con-
cept of the finer human sentiments. We had never known the taste of love and the fragrance
of loyalty. Our culture created arrogant Pharaohs but no Musa. The landlords who are sit-
ting here know themselves and also their brethren that, theirs is the most egotistical section
of the society. It is not necessary that he should be a big landlord of a thousand squares;
even a small landlord of a single acre is equally haughty. It is the nature of this profession
that makes them callous. They only know how to slit the earth and would, with equal com-
fort, slash the chest of their adversaries. They belong to a different category of human be-
ings, completely void of love, affection or loyalty. Their hard hearts never shed a tear. Once
a fight took place in our nearby village. One brother was killed, the other arrived late. He
100k the sheet off his brother’s face and swore at him loudly, “Why couldn’t you wait for
me? Why did you get killed alone? You should have waited; we would have fought to-
gether, killed the rivals, and if we had to die, we would have died together. You are such a
foolish rascal...” Had he belonged to some other class, his heart would have softened and
he would have cried, but this man was swearing at his dead brother and quarrelling with
him. We belonged to this category of people. Then, who introduced our hearts to the pangs
of love and welled our eyes up? ’

I think the one who did that accomplished an impossible task. How far,removed were arro-
gant and illiterate people like us, from the Book of Allah, the mosque, the pulpit, and bless-
ings of the Holy Prophet™***. Someone recovered us from mountains, forests and deserts,
and ushered us into the honourable court that angels revere to enter. Now, what is left in
our lives is, how much loyalty do we owe to Him? This is our Islam, our Deen, our worship
and our obligation. With what degree of loyalty do we respond to.the Infinite Grace that hes
flowed from Him? This is the whole religion and the goal of all effort and struggle. What-
ever is happening in this wotld is by His Commznd alone. He may get sinful Muslims sub-
_dued by Kuffar. Whenever He desires, He may je.ore the Muslims to annihilate the ad-
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hammad™****. The Quran has called him ‘thé Bright Lamp®, the Sun that distributes light.
Farther you move away from the sun, the darker it would become. Let’s say you enter a
closed room and inwards to the second and then to the third, and if each room measure a
hundred years, we are in the fifteenth room. This room has no other skylight, window, door
or exit. Inside it is darkness shrouded by numérous folds of darkness. We are fifteen centu-
ries away from the Sun of Prophethood, whose single ray illuminated the hearts and raised
people to the status of Companionship. Allah didn’t raise a new Prophet or Messenger, nor
did He light yet another Lamp. He created many moons and stars to orbit around the Sun
and reflect his light to illuminate the world. Does it be¢ome totally dark in Polar Regions,
where the sun sets for six months and the night takes over? Of course not! It is like twilight.
Stars shine to show ways to the wayfarers, they don’t have their own light, nor does the
moon shed its own. They borrow it from the sun. Similarly, Allah gathered many hearts
around this Sun, like moons and stars, to reflect his light onto mankind coming centuries
later. They are the ones whose hearts are illuminated by Prophetic light. How lucky are
they, whose lives were spent in acquisition of these blessings, and whom Allah appointed
as the source of guidance for others.

May Allah ever raise the status of Hadhrat Ji™" and shower infinite Mercy on his grave!
He belonged to a small, remote, undeveloped village, devoid of worldly resources, but his
heart acquired light, so intense, that he illuminated hearts from one corner of the globe to
the other. We have read the incidents of many Aulia. Reading about them accords new
freshness and appears to water the plantlet of Allah’s Name in the heart. If’ Allah grants
spiritual msxght to someone, he would see that there are not as many stars in the sky, as the
Aulia resting in their graves, since the ‘Best Era’ till the time of Hadhrat Ji*"*. Separate
lights ascend from each of their locations and each heart transmits different feelings. Many
of them have reached ‘Alam-¢ Amr. There is however, something special to note. Every
Muslim who came to the Companions became a T’abi. Similarly, any one who attended the
company of Taba’in became a Taba’ T’abi. But, not everyone who visited the Taba’

Taba’in could become a Wali. Since then, till the time of Hadhrat Ji®* this has been a
common characteristic of all Aulia that, they took thousands of seekers in their Silsilah, re-
formed their beliefs and conduct, taught them Oral Zikr but didn’t illuminate the heart of
every seeker who came to them. Probably, out of five hundred thousand students, they
taught Zikr-e Qalbi only to a selected five. It is really difficult to inspire sublime feelings in
the heart. There are two reasons, as mentioned in the duties of Prophethood. First. it should
be taught to learn Allah’s Name. Second, knowledge of The Book and wisdom be infused
into it. After Taba’in, there is only one name, that of Hadhrat Ji®"*, who illuminated the
Qalb of every seeker who came to him. His company lit the heart of one and all, whether he
was rich or poor, young or old, male or female, scholar or illiterate. After crossing fourteen
dark rooms of hundred years each, when we entered the fifteenth, Allah raised for us a
bright moon, again.

What is Islam, what is Deen and what is the reality and quintessence of Deen? We consider
our bady a wonder of creation and think that our brain is even a greater marvel. In my opin-
ion, however, brain is more like a secretariat, an office that stores files. receives instructions
and acts to ensure their compliance. Decisions however. come from someone ¢lse; they
come from the heart. This heart is not the pumping machine of the body, but deep down, in-
side its core, there is -yet another subtle heart - the Qalb. It is this house where desires are
born, ambitions are nurtured, and the decisions of love and hate are made. This tiny Qalb is
the core of human body. Similarly, the whole Deen contains its essence in just a small feel-
‘ing - lovaltv: hlam is the name of lavalty and lavaltv alone A Muiahid wagee Tihad and
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From my apanmmt o my pulpit is 2 piece from the Jannah lor as the Holy
Prophet>"* may have said).

The piece-of Jannah on this earth extends for the Rauza—e Athar to Riaz al-Jannah. In the
earlier times there was no electricity and no fans or air conditioners. Our own friends trav- .
elled from Jeddah to Makkah and onwards to Madinah by camel caravans because there
were no vehicles in Arabia. Even during those times when there were no fans or air condi-
tioners, one could feel whiffs of air passing through and touching those sitting in Riaz al-
Jannah. Even today ‘when you sit in Riaz al-Jannah, you would notice two things. First, no
outside noise is audible in Riaz al-Jannah, rather the whole Mas_]ld-e Nabvi. During the re-
cent extension of the Mosque the whole city resounded with the noise of construction work
and machines. However, when you entered the Mosque you felt as if you had stepped in a
different world. You heard no noise and instead experienced total calm and peace. Second,
you would notice that the air in Riaz al-Jannah is not from the air conditioners. It has a sig-
nificantly different fragrance and feel. It is because Jannah does not require the air from this

) world. It has its own air, its own lights and its own unique feel. What did that personality,
for whom Allah sent down a piece of Jannah on this earth, have to do in this world? There
was only one task: fulfilment of the Prophetic mission.

The Holy Prophet™*** was performing The Last Pilgrimage when these Ayat were revealed
in ‘Arafat:

Today I have perfected your religion for you and have complered My Favours upon you
and have preferred Islam as your Deen (5:3).

This revelation stirred unparalleled happiness within the Companions. They had remained
anxious during all twenty-three years of Quranic revelation. They had anxiously waited for -
new Commandments, awaited approval of their conduct and apprehended Divine Rebuttal.
And here was the day to celebrate the completion of Deen. They congratulated each other
and said, “Let’s find Abu Bakr. He deserves the most felicitations. He is ‘Companion of the:
Cave”.” They found him in his tent, facing a corner and crying. They said, “We had come
to copgratulate you. The Ayah 51gmfy1ng the perfection of Deen and completion of Allah’s
Favours has been revealed.” He said, “This makes me happy too, but the thought that
grieves me is that, when the task has been completed, the Holy Prophet's"“”S is not going to
remain in. this world any more. This world is not worthy that he should grace it with his
blessed presence after the fulfilment of his mission.” And that is what exactly happened!
The Holy Prophet™*** left this world after only eighty-three days. '

First part of the mission, which the Holy Prophet™*** had come here for was ta; Recites His
Verses unto them. ‘Convey My Message to My slaves. Not every one has the capacity to -
talk to Me. Not every chest has a heart to listen to Me. Not every heart has the capacity to
know Me. Therefore, go O My beloved Prophet™** and convey My Message to My
Slaves. Then, polish the hearts of those who accept, purify them and grant them the ability
to comprehend My Message and teach them The Book. They may be able to read the text,
but instil in them the wisdom to discern the actual mea.mngs the real Divine Will repre-
" sented by words of The Book.
We arc those unlucky ones who have fourteen hundred years between the Holy Prophet™*™®
and us. A long distance of fourteen centuries has'come between us. The attributes of hon-
. esty and trust, capacity and ability, and piety and purity diminish gradually as moments re-
cede from the time of the Holy Prophet™**°, As you move away from light, objects appear
dimmer and shadows grow darker.. The source of light, the sun is the Holy Prophet Mu-
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of the Holy Prophet®** and do not raise your voices above his™** voice. If that happens,
“all your good deeds would be lost.” 1 do ot require your Hijra, I have no concern with
your Shahadah, I do net care about your worship and effort. If your voices get louder in the
audience of My Prophet****, all of your good deeds would be wasted, “and you won’t even
know. " (49:1)

Scholars have interpreted the phtase ‘and you won't even know’ in two ways. If it is related
to ‘the loss of good deeds’, it would mean: ‘all your good deeds would be lost and you
won’t even know?’, and if it is related to ‘the raising of voices’, it would mean: ‘if you raise
your voices even unknowingly, all your good deeds would be lost’. ‘Raising the voice’
does not denote its literal meaning only. It has another meaning that is known as ‘remote
meaning’. Each word, sentence and phrase has two meanings, one is called its apparent,
imminent or near meaning, while the other is known as its remote meaning. Remote mean-
ing denotes the consequential action. Someone is told to drink water. Its imminent meaning
is that he picks up the glass and drinks water; while its remote meaning is that he acted on
the instruction to drink water. All Divine Attributes mentioned in the Holy Qur-an denote
their remote meanings. ‘Allah’s Hand is on their hands’. The word ‘hand’ has been used
for 2 human being as well as for Almighty Allah. For a human, it would denote its immi-
nent meaning i.e. the physical hand, but in the case of Allah, Who is above any concept of
body or form, it would represent its remote meaning. If you place your hand on someone’s
hand, what would that symbolise? It would depict that you are with him and would protect
him. It would similarly mean that Allah’s Help, Kindness and Protection are with him.

The remote meaning of this instruction is that *no believer can ever dare to disobey any or-
der of the Holy Prophet**"'_ If someone issues an instruction against the instruction of the
Holy Prophet™™®, he would have touched the remote meaning of this phrase. He would
deem to have ‘raised his voice above the voice of the Holy Prophet™"*®. No good deed of
such a person would be acceptable to Allah.

Allah has set the system for this world. This earth becomes the permanent abode of every-
one that inhabits it, till Qiyamah. It houses Barzakh as well as the Iliyyin and Sijjin. This
earth is a line, a divider. Illiyin starts from above its surface till the *Arsh. People who have
attained to salvation in Barzakh reside here according to their position and status. Sijjin
starts from below its surface till Tahat ath-Thra (the Lowest Pit). Every disobedient, disbe-
liever is interned here according to his level. This system is running in parallel with the ap-
parent worldly system and is much stronger. You can analyse the lives of two persons. The
first, who spends his life in Allah’s obedience, may apparently be poor, toiling his way up
the difficult path of life, but his heart would be at peace. Tt is because the reflection of Illi-
yin keeps his heart in peace and bliss. There would, however, be no peace in the heart of a
disbeliever or a delinquent. He may be a ruler or an affluent person but his heart would
never feel any peace. He would remain restless, upset and wortied. Why? It is because the
wrath being prepared for him in Sijjin, as recompense of his crimes, keeps casting its dread-
ful shadows on him.

This world is under the influence of another world. This world hides ugliness under its
beauty, its pleasures are followed by unbearable pains, its wealth is accompanied by ail-
ments, it produces innumerable foes for the one that sits on the throne, and its every flower
is escorted by countless thorns. Such a world was never worthy to be inhabited by the Holy
Prophet****. Once he has arrived here, then, in accordance with Divine Sunnah, this world
is going to be his abode till Qiyamah. But for that, Allah took a piece from Jannat al-
Firdans and nlanted it in this world. : R
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Loyalty
12 July 2002

Honourable audience, the appointment of the Holy Prophet**** encompasses innumerable
blessings within itself. According to the Holy Quran, it is the greatest favour of Allah, far
above the scope of human intellect and understanding, This world is not a place, worthy
enough. to house a personality of the status and position as the Holy Prophet™***. Subtle
Divine Wisdom selected the Holy Prophet®*** as the means to communicate with His crea-
tion. Although all Prophets were sent to convey Allzh’s Message to His slaves, each of
them was sent to a particular nation for a specific period. It is a unique incident of human
history that a single Prophet was appointed for the whole humanity for all times to come
and he communicated AHah’s Message to every member of the human race all over the
globe. This is the singular status of the Holy Prophet Muhammad 5. A poet has beauti-
fully summarised this:

None compares with your greatness, after Allah,
Shortest chapter inscribed in the book of greatness!

After Almighty Allah, all greatness, eminence, glory, virtue and qualities are gathered in
one person - the Holy Prophet Muhammad****, [t is mentioned in a Divine Hadith and in
numerous other Ahadith that, in the sight of Allah, this world does not weigh as much as
the wing of a gnat. This world is indeed very beautiful and absorbing. The life is adorned
with innumerable attractions such as power, position and wealth, but this all has much
lesser value before Allah than the wing of'a gnat. The status of Prophethood is so exalted in
the sight of Allah that we cannot comprehiend. Then, what is the job of a personality, who
is the greatest after Allah, is the source of Divine Mercy for the whole universe, the Mercy
personified, in a place and environment like this?

Ideal Muslims of Qur-an, the slaves of Allah, about whom Allah feels proud Himself, were
those who withstood every trial in the thirteen years of Makkan life and proved themselves
worthy of their companionship with the Holy Prophet™"S, They sacrificed their homes,
wealth, property, fame, honour, relationships, actually everything and came to be known as
Emigrants. The ones who, in a state of nothingness, stood in ranks and columns in front of
an overwhelming army in Badar, and about whom the Holy Prophet™*** expressed, “O Al-
lah! [ have brought the entire Islam here today.”

Islam is an ideology. It is a feeling. It is the reiationship of a human with the Lord. It is a
unique distinction of the Companions that their personalities achieved the status of an ide-
ology. This excellence was confirmed by the Holy Prophet™**"* when he exclaimed, “0O Al-
lah! I have brought the whole Islam here today. If they are slain here, no forehead shall
ever bow before You.” Islam of the ‘Companions of Badar® outweighs the combined Islam
of all other Companions, Taba’in, Taba Taba’in and the saints coming till the Last Day. It
is because the remaining Muslims ail together might possess whole [slam, while the 313
‘Companions of Badar’ were the whole Islam in themselves.

Allah cautions the Companions, with some of the 313 also present in the audience: “Do not
raise your voices above the voice of the Praphet.” Do not raise your voices in the presence
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Y, it is just not possible!
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created anyone whose instructions can supersede
Anybody whao dares to attempt something like this will destroy himse!* also cause the destruction of
others. An important point to remember in Bai'at - Tasawwuf is that thiis o ationship is based on feelings
only. It gets stronger with sincerity. If sincerity decreases, then there is no guarantee that this relationship will
last, even if the secker has attained high spiritual stations and has spent numerous years in this pursuit. 1f the
foundation of a hundred-storeyed building is demolished, will those hundred storeys support the building?
On the contrary, the taller the building, the faster will be the fall! A seeker will start to fall from the instant his
sincerity begins to wane. This decrease in sincerity results from following the desires of one's Nafs (self),
which are blatantly inflated by the Shaitan. [f'a person develops even the slightest notion of self-importance... let's say,
today I start thinking "Why do I need a Shaikh now when so many people are benefiting from me'. my chapter will be
closedright here. Al-Hamdo Lillah, 1 have spent halfa century in the Silsilah but there has not been a single Zikr that I did
alone or conducted the Zikr session with the Ahbab, without having first taken permission from Ustad ul Mukarram™".
This is notan obligation for me, I can conduct Zikr at my own. However, whether | do Zikr alone or conduct the Zikr with
the Ahbab I start the Zikr by first contacting Ustad ul Mukarram ™, taking his permission and requesting for his Tawajjuh
(attention). Ifever the slightest lapse develops in this connection, respector reverence, | would be left with nothing.

It is necessary to say a few words about the Sahib-e Majaz members. First, T cannot dare to appeint anyone as Sahib-e
Majaz, of my own accord. I know for sure, that it is necessary to obtain the permission of the Masha'ikh. The second point
is that there are two categories of Majazeen (plural of Majaz). There are those whom AHah™ has actually blessed with

the ability to acquire the biessings and pass them on. This is not due to anyone's personal excellence, It is a blessing

granted by Allah™ because of which the Masha'ikh choose and appoint them as Sahib-e Majaz. Some people are

granted preference by the Masha'ikh due to Nisbat and appointed as Sahib-e Majaz. This is a separate favour of Allah

Kareem. It is similar to granting honorary ranks or appointments in worldly affairs. Allah™" appoints such people as
honerary Sahib-e Majaz through the Tawajjuh of the Masha'ikh. As a result they get the status and honour, due to the

bearer of this rank. However, no one, none of us, including myself, knows the basis on which we have been granted this
permission. This is between Allah™ and the Masha'ikh. No Sahib-¢ Majaz should fzel proud that he has become a

Sahib-¢ Majaz. Whao knows if we really had the capability or it Allah™" | by his grace alone. granted us an honorary
rank! The third important point is that the relationship of those members appointed as Sahib-e-Majaz becomes even
more delicate. Even the slightest of their mistakes can warranta serious explanation. Therefore. it is important to pay due
attention to one's commitments on this path. Itis the responsibility of everyone to make maximum effort. However, even
asingle Latifah cannot be jlluminated by one's effort alone; it is illuminated only by Divine Grace! The right course of
action (for a seeker) is to make maximum of effort and spend as much time as possible in Zikr. However, illumination of

ent

Latifah belongs to the category of rewards'. It is granted by Allah Kareem, and He™ grants it as He™" desires. It is
important to be aware of the ups and downs, the subtlety, and the ease or difficulty of the path that a person is walking.
The more aware he i3, the easier it will be for him to walk.

May Allah Kareem accept all friends, grant sincerity, bestow the capacity to serve Deen in this world and protect from

humiliation of this world and the next. Ameen!
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break their Bai'at? There is only one reason for bleak ing the Bal al. Whena person develops a presumption of
self-importance and starts to consider himself as 'someone' great, this bond snaps instantly as he had given
Bai'at on the sole premise of obedience. As soon as he brings in his own importance, the contract becomes
invalid. About this, Allah™ points out that when Bai'al beaks the possibility of its re-connection no longer
remains. as the person does not survive. He ceases to exist as a human being. Resultantly, it has been stated
that the person who breaks the Bai'at breaks himself; his existence is lost!

Please know that there are several types of Bai'at. One of these is Bai'at -e Amarat (Bai'at for Leadership). It
is the same as sending someone to the Parliament through our vote. Although religious scholars differ in
calling the system of election by ballot as 'Bai'at -e Amarat, this practice has remained in vogue in Muslim
history. It represents an expression of confidence in a person with the ability to lead the Muslims; to his
honesty, truthfulness and nobleness, and the suitability, therefore to be made the Ameer (Leader). The second
type is Bai'at -e Islah (Bai'at for Reformation). Such Bai'at is given for the purpose of self-reformation and
can be made with any person who is well versed with the injunctions of the Shari'ah concerning everyday
affairs. [n both of these types of Bai'at if a person better than the present Ameer is found then he should be
made the Ameer. Similarly. if one finds a better religious scholar, he can give Bai'at to him since the sole
intention {of this Bai'at ) is to seek guidance. The third type is'Bai'at -e Tareeqat' or 'Bai'at -e Tasawwuf. It

BT

has been mentioned by past scholars and by Ustad ul Mukarram™ that only that person can take Bai'at -e
Tasawwuf who himself is Fana {ir Rasoo! and who also possesses the ability to conduct others te Fana fir
Rasool. The ability to acquire a blessing 1s one quality, but the capacity to pass it on to others is a totally
different thing. This phenomenon can also be observed in traditional educatjon.

Some people know a lot but are unable to teach others or put across what they know. very few people possess
the ability to pass on knowledge. Similarly, in Tasawwuf. there are few people who have the ability and the
capacity to acquire this blessing and pass it on to others. The aim of Bai'at -e Tasawwuf is to walk the Path
(Suleok) under the guidance of the Shaikh. There is only one condition in this relationship and that is that the
student should not be told to do anything. which is against the Shari'ah. The Bai'at given to the Holy Prophet’
" was unconditional because obedience to him alone, is an unconditional obligation (Fardh). The Shaikh
cannot impart education at his own will in a Bai'at made for the acquisition of spiritual stations. as he isonly a
servant of the Prophet's Court and is, himself. obliged to remain within the instructions and the Sunnah of the
Holy Prophet™". I don't think anyone who realty has this blessing can dare to ignore the Prophetic

¢

instructions and put forward his own apinion. No servant of the Prophet’s Court can ever do such a thing it is

Jjustnot possible! And if anvonelrm it, this blessing doesn't stay with him. Once 2 Bai'atis given as Bai'at -e

Tasawwuf, it becomes obligatory to keep it Th no person other than the Holy Prophet™ who should be

it that their method of spiritual

obeyed unconditionally. Obedience to the Masha'ikh s subiect 1o the cond

oy the Qiean and the Sunnah. Allah™" has not

education and training remains within the parameicrs 5
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Bailat

Translated Speech
of

mza

His Eminence Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan’
Shaikh Silsilah Nagshbandiah Owaisiah
Dar ul Irfan, District Chakwal
Pakistan
17 February 2008

Iseek refuge with Allah, from Shaitan the outcast.

With the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

With reference to Bai'at, Allah™" has mentioned: Those who make Bai'at with you (O Muhammad) make
Bai'atwith Allah, (48:10).

Bai'at is a covenant that signifies unconditional obedience. Obedience to the Holy Prophet

-samws

is always
unconditional as his Prophetic status demands, without questioning, obedience to his teachings. The human
mind processes various thoughts and man has come up with many beliefs/opinions, but Bai'at is the act of
denying one's thoughts, ideas and opinions. It signifies full/total, dedicated and sincere effort to act upon the
teachings of the Holy Prophet™"*. The literal meaning of Bai'at s 'to sell'. Once a person has sold athing and
has received its payment in full, he no longer retains the right of its possession. 1t is now the buyers wish to
whether to store it or use it. Bai'at means that a believer has similarly sold his own self, his thoughts and
actions to the Holy Prophet™ ™ and in return has received a price millions of times greater than the value of
his person, life and beliefs. He receives Divine Communion, Prophetic nearness and blessings. Favours that
are beyond any price in the world, no one can ever purchase them. Thereafter, if someone's misfortune
overwhelms him and he cannot keep his Bai'at and breaks it, for such people Allah™ has said, "As for the
one who breaks it, he shatters himself to pieces”. Nothing is left ofh‘im; he is totally destroyed! And the one
who fulfils his promise with Allah...the person who gives Bai'at to the Holy Prophet™", doesn't make
Bai'at with the Holy Prophet****alone, he in fact makes it with Allah™. The person who strives th roughout
his life to sincerely follow the Holy Prophet™* will merit great reward and Allah’ “* will soon grant him
many blessings. In actual fact, the relationship of Bai'at is superior to blood ties and the ties of kith and kln

and worldly relationships and friendships. All relationships can be sacrificed for it but it can never be

sacrificed for any relationship.
From where then, does the thought ofbreal\mg such a valuable relatlonshlp creep in? Why then, do people
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