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There are no conditions in love, nor is it linked with the comfort or distress of the
way. Love has only its objective in sight. Each obstacle increases its pace and
every difficulty enhances its determination. Love is a force that grants strength to
the weak. elevates the down-trodden and grants them determination to overcome
every hurdle of the way. The flame of the love of the holy Prophet™™® is so
pleasurable that the burning person doesn’t burn alone. but takes along many to
burn with. him. ’

Each one of us presumes that when he passes away, everything will come to a
standstill. But in actual fact nothing stops. A day comes when we are actually not
here and nothing has stopped. Everyone, from kings and rulers to poor and beg-
gars passed away. and there has never been any break in any system or arrange-
ment. Similarly, nothing will stop when we pass away: the wrong notion that the
whole system will cease in our absence remains deeply embedded in our subcon-
scious throughout our lives. It is necessary to work, because the Master has com-
manded us to strive for Rizq. It is an 'Ibadah (worship), but to get lost in this effort
is no 'Ibadah. Each Fardh has its relative importance which is related to time and
situation. If a person says. ‘why should I offer Salah, when T am busy in earning
Rizg, which is also worship, he is totally wrong! Every Fardh is mandatory at its
appointed time. Salah is worship at the time of Salah: work is worship at the time
of work and rest is worship at the time of rest. Under certain circumstances, it is
worship to sacrifice life. while under other circumstances it is worship to take life.
Obedience is the goal! Obedience of every Commandment under its prescribed
conditions is worship! This whole effort in life becomes most pleasurable when a
person is also endowed with spiritual blessings and sublime feelings of the Qalb.
It is indeed a great favour of Almighty Allah that he has joined us with people
who remember Him: His Name is imprinted on their bosoms and their Quloob
(hearts) are lit with His Light. Make best use of this time and concentrate fully on
vour aim. His grant is thousand times more than the effort of a person, and He
doesn’t deprive any one. But, our own begging-bag must also be worthy of His
Grant. What will a shredded bag retain of an abounding grant? May Allah grant
us the capacity! Consider every moment as precious and strive with utmost sincer-
ity. May Allah accept everyone's effort and shower His Mercy on all present as
well as absent. A believer lives simultaneously in this world as well as in the next.
and this is a very great responsibility!
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‘him_ and it was only afier their Shaikh's satisfaction and permission that he en-
tered practical life. In our time however. when we were young. the re eligious
scholars started considering this practice as redundant: now they have started issu-
ing decrees that it is against religion and is a Bid'ah. But. what has caused so
much of difference? This is the effect of time! As a matter of fact. the people be-
fore us. who were closer to the time of the holy Prophet™'™*. were correct. The
time-lapse has weakened our courage. undermined our determination and dimin-
ished our resolve that could traverse the centuries.

A 1imc will certainly come for interrogation in the grave. The holy Prophet™*""
has said that the angel will ask. “Who is your Rabb. who is your Prophet and what
1S your ruligwn.' one comes across astounding incidents of the Companions and
the Aulia. T was reading the incident ot a slave of Allah who was asl\'ed these
questions. In reply. he asked the ange 2ls. “Where have you come Irom?” They said.
“We have come from the heavens™. He said. “You have come all rhr. way down
from the heavens to earth and still remember who is your Rabb. who is yvour
Prophet and what is your religion. [ have come down only five feet under thc
round and you think I have forgotten it that you have come to ask and test me?
here exist God's men of all kinds and colours. After their last quesnon. the an-
2les signal and the earth opens up to the presence of the holy-Prophet™*** and they
ask. "What did you say about this personality?” The unfortunate one says. "Alas!
Alas! | can’t see anything, I don’t know anything.”™ He is the one. who doesn’t es-
tablish any connection during his lifetime. considers obedience unimportant and
doesn’t care about the greatness of the holy Prophet™"*. But the person who had
been blessed feels overjoyed to see the countenance of the holy Prophet™ ™. He
becomes happy beyond measure and says. “He is our leader and master. Muham-
1’.1ud'“”“\ the Messenger of Allah. sent with the Truth. a giver of glad tidings and a
warner. inviting 1o Allah with His leave. and a bright lamp.™ “You ask about him!
Is there any ill-fated person who doesn’t I\no\\ him?”
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The word “Urs™ means marriage and “Uroos™ means bride. When some Wali dies.’
people celebrate “Urs™. Marriage denotes an occasion of extreme happiness: how
does death become an “Urs™ It is because when he sees the countenance of the
holy Prophet™""" in the grave, his death turns into an *Urs’. But, actually. the per-
son blessed with the faculty to look through the centuries and observe Pmphuic
grace here, must be experiencing the real pleasure, and it is he, who would enjoy
observation of the holy Prophet™*"* in the grave. The other day. an elder membcr
of the Order was complaining. “When [ enter the Prophetic Court. I can see his
"™ blessed hands only. I wish T could see his countenance as well ™ 1 said. “Do
you think. ‘1 is an ordinary achievement, during the present time. to be able to ob-
serve his™ "™ blessed hands? You are already curved by old age. so don’t worry:
the time is not very far. may be a couple of years hence. when they will open the
door and ask you about him™"". There you can observe him™™ to your heart’s
satisfaction.”™

This time-lapse of centuries has led us away even from apparent adherence to the
holy Prophet™ ™™ and in our time. verdicts are being issued and movements are
being launched against this aspect which is actually the quintessence of life. the
reality ol Faith and its apex. However. the real pleasure lies in overcoming these
obstacles. Love doesn’t seek comtorts: its only objective is to reach the beloved
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and after leng:im_ how many hands it reaches the person who eats it? Only He
knows it! It is a Divine system and is absolutely flawless. A speck of dust trans-
forms into a blade of grass. which is grazed by an animal. whose meat reaches a
man. Basically these are the dust particles which are forming parts of his body.
Some people get milk. some make butter. but the animal had eaten only grass
which was produwd from dust by Allah, and in the mechanism of animal’s body.
He gave it the shape of milk. He has devised this as a perfect system. where noth-
ing can ever go wrong. Only that happens, which has already decided by Him. If
there was even the smallest flaw and each departing soul had left only one uncon-
sumed grain ol their providence here, there would have been more grain than hu-
man beings in this world. On the other hand, if every soul had consumed only one
extra grain. the coming generations would have starved to death. We think it is us
who have achieved this excellence or done that wonderful action. No! Everything
is running according to its pre-ordained system.
Allah has given us intelligence. understanding. hands and feel. and we are respon-
sible to make effort to carn Rizg-¢ Halal (lawful livelihood). This cffort 1o gener-
ate a lawful source of income is mandatory just like Salah, Saum. Hajj and Zakat:
it is included in the mandatory worships. Now, even the government has printed a
phrase on the currency notes: ‘Earning lawful income is worship™. Our effort is
our worship but we get only that which He has pre-ordained; that is His Grant.
Rizq is given to even those who make no effort. Those who do nothmg may be en-
joying life better than those who strive. But, the difference of enjoying life for free
and making effort for lawful earning will be known at the time of Final Account-
ability. Making effort for lawful earning is worship. for which He grant Rizq as
well as reward. The holy Prophet™" has said. “Whatever a man spends of his
lawtul earnings on his wife. children and his family is regarded as Sadqah (noble.
charitable spending)’. It was submitted to him. *O the Messenger of Allah! It is
his duty to spend on his parents, wite and family. so how that spending is regarded
as Sadqah?” He™™"*" replied. "It is his duty: and proper discharge of duty is wor-
ship. so it is also worship and Sadqgah’. The eftort we make. within the parameters
ol Shari'ah for lawtul earning. is worship: the decision to grant less or more in-
come for that effort is His! We are like the farmer who sows the seed. irrigates
and guards his field: but the crop yield is not in his control: it is in the control of
the Master. Similarly. it is He. Who grants the reward for an effort. Rizq is also of
two types: we understand the Rizq for our physical self. and if Allah grants the
ability. one can realize the Rizq for the Ruh also.
Time diffuses relationships and separates friends. Shaikh ul Mukarram used to re-
cite a couplet of an Arab poet that said. “We were like a loving pair of pigeons.
We built a nest and lived happily toget hu enjoying every moment of our youth.
Then time walked in between us and separated us. Indeed time separates frierds!”
Centurits have come between the holy Prophet™ ™ and us. It requires immense
courage. great determination. and colossal effort to rewind time and go to him’
M Uis not easy! The lite histary of all religious scholars. prior to our time. that |
have read. mentions a common event. that when they completed their education
they went to an accomplished Shaikh. spent some time in his company. acquired
blessings from him and then commenced their religious activity. Read the life-
sketch of any religious scholar. You will invariably tind that after completing his

education at a religious school. he went to a Wali Allah: learmt \ll‘lh S / ]\1 m
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P o e e I
The Prophetic Blessings
Translated Speech of
His Eminence Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan
Shaikh Silsilah Nagshbandiah Owaisiah
October 2006

Human life depends upon Prophetic blessings for its existence and development.
God forbid. if a person is not blessed with the True Faith. he becomes a walking
grave: only that his breath is running and the heart is beating. A poet once said.
"Their bodies are graves. in advance of the grave’. It means that the bodies of
people. who have no prophetic blessings in them, are like the graves of their Ruh.
They possess animal life and only their bodies are alive. But then. animal life has
been granted to other living beings also. The other disadvantage is that, without
the Light of Faith, he gets no opportunity to obey Almighty Allah. He doesn’t be-
lieve in Allah, His Messenger ™" and His Book. So, even if he, per chance, does
something that is apparently in accordance with Allah’s Commands, it is actually
not for the sake of His obedience, but is stirred by some worldly motive and re-
quirement. If the Kuffar do some noble act, its reward is repaid in this world, be-
cause they do it for worldly considerations. Faith is the foundation of life. Its pres-
ence animates Ruh, enhances spiritual vision to observe facts of the next worid.
grants realization of Divine Greatness and strengthens the relationship with the
holy Prophet™*", If a person possesses even an iota of the Faith, he realizes his
errors and keeps regretting them; and when his heart-felt sorrow is accepted (by
Allah) he gets an opportunity to repent and reform. ;

Prophetic blessings are of two types. First is the knowledge encompassing beliefs.
criterion of right and wrong. and a complete code of life given by the holy
Prophet™""". Second are the blessings that descend on the Qalb and direct a per-
son’s life on the pattern defined by him™ ", If a lucky person gets these blessings.
he starts tasting the real life. It should however, be remembered that all matters fi-
nally return to the Prophetic saying, ‘deeds are judged by the intentions’. All
deeds depend on their driving motives. It is because man has been given a single
choice only: which way does he want to go: does he want to remain grateful or
ungrateful? He has no power over anything else. Each grain of food, each drop of
water and each breath of air is pre-destined. No one can usurp even the smallest
portion of anybody else’s provisions. ‘Know for sure that a soul cannot die unless
it has fully consumed its Rizq (pre-ordained provisions)’. If'a person leaves be-
hind a legacy worth billions. it wasn’t actually his share. It is the share of those
‘who would now consume it; he was only accumulating it for them. His portion
was only that which he had consumed here or despatched for his next life. The
holy Prophet™"" has said that a man's Rizq is of two types: one that he has used
and consumed. and the second that he has sent forward for his next life; remaining
1s not his but that of his heirs. He will eat only that is pre-destined. It is a very
controlled Divine system. A grain doesn't become a grain by itself. Almighty Al-
lah grows it from the earth. How many elements in the soil combine to form a
grain. rice or fruit! Where does that grain or fruit grow and ripen. where is it sold
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